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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OI I ICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN 

For  the  Year  1951 


To\  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  Freebridge  Lynn. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gendemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  District  for  the  year  1951. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  particularly  in  January 
and  February,  Influenza  was  epidemic,  and  was  prominent  as  a 
cause  of  death  among  the  aged. 

Apart  from  this,  the  incidence  of  acute  infectious  disease  was 
light;  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous  year;  and  the  general 
health  was  good. 

More  than  a year  has  passed  since  the  Council’s  agreement 
with  the  King’s  Lynn  Corporation  on  the  development  of  the 
Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

The  Council  has  done  its  utmost  to  carry  out  its  responsibilities 
regarding  the  nature  of  the  Water  Supplies  in  the  District. 

Despite  the  many  eflbrts  to  have  the  Scheme  make  headway, 
there  has  been  little,  if  any,  progress  made  with  it. 

The  quality  of  most  of  the  present  Water  Supplies  favours  the 
spread  of  water  borne  disease,  if  it  was  brought  into  the  District, 
among  any  of  the  local  communities. 

In  addition  to  the  poor  quality  there  is  the  constant  shortage 
of  water,  and  this  also  favours  the  spread  of  disease,  through  the 
often  gross  lack  of  water,  for  essential  personal  hygiene. 

An  instance  of  this  was  the  epidemic  of  Infective  Hepatitis 
at  Castleacre,  during  the  very  dry  Summer  of  1949, 
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r"urlhermore,  the  scarcity  of  good,  convenient  water  supplies 
will  certainly  hold  up  the  Clouncirs  plans  for  the  building  of  Housing 
Instates,  in  many  arc'as,  in  which  the  heahh  of  the  people  is  preju- 
diced, by  the  conditions  of  th(‘  dwellings  they  are  forced  to  live  in. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  remarks  will  evoke  such  an  interest 
at  a “ Higher  Level  ” that  the  result  will  be  a stimulus  to  early 
action,  in  the  development  of  the  projected  Regional  Scheme, 

I have  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesv  and  consideration 
during  the  year;  and  I thank  the  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Staff  for  their  willing  productive  work,  and  their  advice  on  many 
occasions. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

PopiiLATioN:  10,997  (1950  — 10,550) 


Births : 

Males 

Females 

'Fatal 

Livebirths: 

Legitimate  .... 

95 

78 

173 

Illegitimate 

11 

6 

17 

Stillbirths: 

106 

84 

190 

Legitimate  .... 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Deaths : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  — all  causes 

71 

61 

132 

Deaths  — under  1 year  of  age : 

Legitimate  .... 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  — under  4 weeks  of  age : 

Legitimate  .... 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  — Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3 

Maternal  Mortality:  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 

Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  20.03 

Births  (England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15.5 

Stillbirths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.45 

Stillbirths  (England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.36 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8.98 

Deaths  (England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  ....  ....  12.5 

Deaths,  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  ....  15.78 

Deaths,  do.  do.  (England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  29.6 

Deaths,  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.27 

Deaths,  Tuberculosis  (England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  0.31 

Maternal  Mortality  ....  ....  ,,,,  Nil, 
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There  were  15  more  livebirths  than  in  1950,  and  the  births 
rate  was  above  the  average  for  the  whole  country.  Ihrths  exceeded 
deaths  by  50.  Illegitimate  births  (17)  rose  by  G oxer  the  previous 
year,  but  were  less  than  in  1949  (19). 

There  were  6 premature  births,  and  5 survivals. 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  practically  at  the  national  level. 

77  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  were  those  ol'  people  of  65  years 
of  age  and  over. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  were  the  promin- 
ent causes  of  death  among  the  aged. 

20  of  the  deaths  (15  per  cent.)  occurred  between  the  ages  of 
45  and  65.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  (7),  and  Malig- 
nant growths  (5)  were  the  commonest  causes  of  death. 

There  were  8 deaths  between  the  ages  of  1 and  45  years,  4 from 
diseases  of  unavoidable  mortality,  2 from  violent  causes,  and  2 which 
might  have  been  preventable. 

There  was  no  mortality  in  the  first  year  of  life  beyond  the 
deaths  of  3 newborn  babies  in  the  first  few  hours  of  existence,  from 

( 1 ) Anencephaly 

(2)  Prematurity:  Atelectasis 

(3)  Cerebral  Haemorrhage:  Atelectasis 

all  conditions  incompatible  with  survival. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  approximately  16  deaths 
per  thousand  live  births  compares  favourably  with  the  national 
rate  of  approximately  29  per  thousand. 

Malignant  growths  (Cancer,  etc.)  were  the  causes  of  18  deaths 
(11  males  and  7 females),  13.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths;  com- 
pared with  12  deaths  (6  males  and  6 females),  9 per  cent,  in  1950. 
There  were  19  cases  (9  males  and  10  females),  13.8  per  cent,  in 
1949. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2 in  young 
women,  the  other  in  an  elderlv  male. 

Influenza  (11)  and  Pneumonia  (4)  accounted  for  15  deaths, 
all  of  them  of  aged  persons. 

50  deaths  occurred  in  Hospitals  and  Institutions. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 
ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES 


Causes  of  Deaths. 


Males.  Females,  'lotal. 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ....  ....  ....  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ....  ....  — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ....  ..  . ....  ....  — 

4.  Diphtheria  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

5.  Whooping  Gough  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ....  ....  ....  — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ....  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm:  stomach  ....  ....  2 


1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm : lung : bronchus  2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm:  breast  ....  ....  1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm:  uterus  ....  ....  — 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  6 

15.  Leukaemia:  aleukaemia  ....  ..  . ..  . 1 

16.  Diabetes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....  5 

18.  Coronary  disease:  Angina  ....  ....  8 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ....  ....  ....  12 

21.  Other  Circulatory  disease ....  ....  ....  5 

22.  Influenza  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

23.  Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

24.  Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

25.  Ulcer  of  stomach  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

26.  Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

27.  Nephritis,  and  Nephrosis  ....  ....  2 

28.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ....  ....  ....  2 

29.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ....  ....  — 

30.  Congenital  malformations  ...  ....  ....  — 

31.  Other  dehned,  and  ill-dehned  diseases  ....  9 

32.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ....  ....  ....  1 

33.  All  other  accidents  ....  ....  ....  2 

34.  Suicide  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


2 


1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

13 

3 

8 

1 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 


1 

8 


3 


3 

9 

5 

8 

3 
2 

18 

11 

1 

20 

6 
11 

4 
6 
1 
1 
3 
2 

1 

17 

1 

9 

1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1951 


Under 

1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 

over 

Total 

Meafsles 

1 

S 

11 

1 

1 

22 

Whooping  Congli 

16 

14 

30 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Chicken])ox 

{) 

18 

2 

26 

Infective 

He])atitis 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

(Pulmonary) 

1 

1 

:i 

1 

1 

7 

Tuberculosis 
( non  - P ul  monary ) 

1 

3 

4 

1 

34 

50 

7 

7 

4 

3 

106 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

None  of  the  notifiable  diseases  was  a prominent  cause  of 
sickness  during  the  year.  Including  Tuberculosis,  the  total  cases 
reported  was  106  — compared  with  318  in  1950.  Measles,  which 
caused  211  notifications  last  year,  was  down  to  22. 

2 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  King’s  Lynn  Isolation 
Hospital. 

There  were  1 1 notifications  of  Tuberculosis  against  10  in  1950. 
7 of  the  cases  were  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  1 of  these  was  a 
“ transfer  ” from  another  district,  and  another  was  a relapse,  so  the 
actual  number  of  “ new  ” cases  was  5;  3 males  and  2 females. 

The  other  notifications  were  4 cases  of  Glandular  Tuberculosis. 
In  3 of  them  the  infection  could  have  been  derived  from  infected 
milk,  as  there  had  been  a Tubercular  cow  in  the  herd,  from  which 
the  milk  supply  had  been  got. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  iulluenzal  colds,  the  following 
schools  were  closed  for  short  periods  in  January:  East  Walton, 
Pentney,  West  Newton,  North  Runcton,  Flitcham,  Hillington, 
Congham,  West  Winch,  Grimston,  Gastleacre  and  Great  Massing- 
ham. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination. 

Primary. 

Re-Vaccinalion. 

Under  5 years 

41 

2 

5 to  15  years 

2 

, 2 

15  years  and  over  ... 

4 

14 

47 

18 

47 

Total  65 

Free  vaccination  has  been  readily  available  from  the  family 
doctors  since  July,  1948,  but  the  response  of  many  of  the  parents 
is  indifference;  and  43  children  under  5 were  vaccinated,  com- 


pared  with  56  in  1950. 

Immunisation. 

Primary  Immunisation : 

Under  5 years 

Over  5 years 

125 

21 

Total  146 

Reinforcing  injections  .... 

164 

There  has  been  a better  response  to  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 
the  best  since  1948.  The  number  of  children  under  5 years  im- 
munised rose  from  84  in  1950  to  125. 

Percentage  (approximate)  of  children  under  5 years 
of  age  immunised  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  41.65 

Percentage  (approximate)  of  children  5 to  15  years  of 
age  immunised  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  79.21 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  requested  the  following  particulars 
of  action  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National  A.ssistance  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1951. 

1.  The  Council  on  13th  September,  1951,  authorised  the 
Medical  OlTicer  to  take  action  when  the  occasion  re'|iiircd  it,  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  as  amended  by  the 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 
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2.  One  case  was  dealt  with;  that  of  an  elderly  woman. 

She  was  found  in  a state  of  collapse,  on  22nd  November,  1951, 
and  after  the  necessary  formalities  was  removed,  the  same  day, 
to  St.  James’s  Hospital,  Kings’  Lynn.  She  died  in  hospital  on 
2 7 th  November,  1951. 

The  woman  had  been  living  alone  for  a long  time.  The 
attention  of  the  Welfare  Officers  had  been  directed  to  her  in  1950. 
Then  and  on  later  visits  she  had  steadily  refused  to  accept  Domestic 
Help,  or  in  her  own  interest  move  to  a County  Home. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Action  was  taken  on  3 occasions,  under  Section  20  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  to  have  milk  pasteurised 
before  disposal  for  human  consumption. 

Tuberculosis  organisms  were  present  in  the  milk  of  two  herds. 
Brucella  Abortus  infection  in  the  milk  of  another  one. 

Milk  samples  from  two  other  herds  also  contained  Brucella 
Abortus,  but  no  notices  requiring  heat  treatment  were  necessary 
as  pasteurisation  was  the  custom. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 
1.  Sources  of  Supply. 

A.  PiPEBORNE. 

Pipeborn  water  supplies,  which  have  received  treatment  be- 
fore delivery  to  the  consumers,  are  taken  to  the  parishes  of  Harpley, 
Great  Massingham,  Little  Massingham,  Sandringham,  Ashwicken, 
North  and  South  Wootton.  The  water  for  the  first  three  comes 
from  the  Harpley  Dams  Bore,  from  springs  to  the  Sandringham 
Waterworks  for  the  Sandringham  area,  and  for  the  last  three 
parishes  from  the  King’s  Lynn  Borough  water  supply. 

The  parishes  of  Castle  Rising  and  Hillington  share  the  water 
supplies  of  private  estates.  In  each  case  the  water  is  delivered 
untreated  direct  from  small  rivers.  As  a consequence,  the  quality 
fluctuates  considerably,  and  as  often  as  not  analysis  describes  the 
waters  as  unsatisfactory. 

Boreholes  supply  the  small  Council  Housing  Estates  at  Castle- 
acre,  Westacre,  Middleton,  Pentney,  East  and  West  Winch. 

B.  Shallow  Wells. 

Most  of  the  district  remains  dependent  on  what  can  be  got  from 
shallow  wells;  water  that  has  been  repeatedly  referred  to  as: — 

(a)  Grossly  inadequate  in  quantity  in  dry  years; 

(b)  Always  unsatisfactory  in  quality. 
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Analysis. 

31  samples  of  water  were  analysed  during  the  yeaid — ^ 

(a)  5 from  Major  Supplies,  e.g.,  Harpley  Dams,  Sandringham; 

(b)  15  from  Council  Estates  Local  Borehole  supplies; 

(c)  8 from  Shallow  Wells; 

(d)  3 from  private  Estate  Supplies. 

Water  from  the  larger  supplies  was  constantly  satisfactory  in 
quality. 

Unsatisfactory  samples  came  from  2 Council  Estate  Supplies, 
viz. : — 

(a)  Grimston:  27th  August,  1951. 

Coliform  organisms  4 per  100  ml:  no  faecal  Coli. 

(b)  West  Winch:  1.  28th  May,  1951. 

Coliform  organisms  25  per  100  ml:  no  faecal  Coli. 

“ Trace  of  Zinc.”  2.  4th  September,  1951. 

Cleansing  was  done,  and  subsec{uent  samples  were  satisfactor)\ 

6 of  the  8 shallow  wells  samples  were  unsatisfactory.  Examples 
of  them  were: — 

(a)  Holly  Cottages,  West  Winch:  20th  June,  1951. 

Coliform  Organisms  1,800  per  100  mis. 

Faecal  Coli  — 250  per  100  mis. 

(b)  Well,  Vicarage,  Peritney:  3rd  August,  1951. 

Coliform  Organisms  600  per  100  mis. 

(c)  Well,  North  Runcton : 28th  August,  1951. 

Faecal  Coli  — 25  per  100  mis. 

(d)  Well,  Stocks  Green,  Gastleacre:  6th  November,  1951. 

Coliform  Organisms  — 250  per  100  mis. 

Faecal  Coli  — 5 per  100  mis. 

The  6 unsatisfactory  samples  came  from  widely  separated  parts 
of  the  District,  and  it  can  easily  be  assumed  that  75  per  cent,  or  more 
of  the  shallow  wells  give  water  which  is  unht  for  drinking  purposes 
many  times  during  the  year;  if  not  constantly. 

Advice  is  given  to  boil  the  water,  cleanse  the  well,  etc.,  but 
abolition  of  the  shallow  wells,  following  the  institution  of  pure 
pipeborne  water  supplies  is  the  only  satisfactory  means  of  good 
water  in  these  cases. 

Mention  is  made  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 
of  the  testing  of  Shallow  Well  waters  for  their  suitability  for  use 
in  the  making  of  feeds  for  bottle-fed  infants.  The  results  are 
another  indictment  of  the  kind  of  water  that  most  of  the  people 
are  forced  to  tise. 

2 of  the  3 samples  taken  showed  an  excessive  Nitrate  Content, 
and  large  proportions  of  Nitrates  can  cause  Methaemoglobinaemia, 
a condition  of  the  blood  causing  Cyanosis. 
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(iross  structural  defects,  faulty  construction,  and  bad  siting 
are  common,  and  with  a Regional  Scheme,  more  or  less  patiently 
awaiting  final  approval,  it  would  be  irrational  to  demand  major 
repairs,  or  new  constructions. 

The  Private  Estates  Supplies  have  already  been  referred  to, 
and  here  again  with  a proposed  Regional  Water  Scheme  the  ex- 
pense of  treatment  works  can  be  considered  unjustifiable. 

Plumbo-Solvency.  The  water  supplies  are  not  plumbo- 
solvent. 

Supplies  to  Dwelling  Houses,  Etc. 

liie  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  numbers  of  the 
population  supplied  from  public  (and  other)  mains  are  shown  in 
the  following  Table: — 


PIPE-BORNE  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Supplied  by  Public  Stand 
Supplied  to  Properties.  pipe. 

Xo.  of  Approx.  No.  of  Approx. 

Parish.  Houses.  Population.  Houses.  Pojndation 


15  60  — 

40  160  — — 

25*  75*  46*  1.38* 


Bawsey 

Castleacre 

Castle  Rising 

Congharn 

Flitcham 

Gayton 

Flitcliain 

Harpley 

Hillington 

Leziate 

Great  Massingharn 
Little  Massing!  lain 
Middleton 
Pentney 
Roydon 

North  Rnncton 
Sandringham 
East  Walton 
Westacre 
East  Winch 
West  Winch 
North  Wootton 
South  Wootton 

Totals 


12* 

48* 

40 

154 

12* 

48* 

85 

340 

40* 

120* 

69 

239 

80 

302 

47 

185 

69 

272 

26 

104 

150 

450 

8 

32 

26 

102 

78 

302 

61 

225 

201 

799 

114 

4125 

9* 

36* 

9* 

36* 

22* 

65* 

20 

60 

146 

418 

50 

150 

293 

867 

* Prii'ute  supplies  proridcd  bp  the  Castle  Rising,  Sandringham, 

H illiiugton  KsUd.es  respectivelg. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

SURVEYOR  AND  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  ending  1951 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gendemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1951. 

1 . INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as 
follows : — 

Vo.  of 

Nature  of  Inspections.  Visits. 

For  housing  repairs,  overcrowding,  etc ....  ....  80 

For  Registration  of  Milk  Retailers,  Bottling  Establishments  7 
Food  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  15 

Rat  Infestation  of  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Infectious  Diseases:  Inquiries  and  Fumigation  ....  ....  15 

Water  Supplies:  Examination  of  bores,  wells,  etc.  ....  71 

Taking  of  Water  Samples  for  examination  ....  ....  34 

Visits  in  connection  with  Public  Cleansing  Service,  in- 
cluding inspections  of  refuse  tips  ....  ....  ...  32 

Inspections  for  matters  falling  within  the  purview  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936: — 

Complaints  and  Nuisances  ....  ....  ....  98 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Inspections  under  Building  Byelaws : — 

Examination  of  Foundations  ....  ....  ....  59 

Examination  of  Damp  Proof  Courses  ....  ....  59 

Examination,  testing  and  re-testing  of  new  drains  83 
Moveable  Dwellings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Petroleum  licences  ....  ..  . ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Mi.scellaneous  Inspections  and  Visits  ....  ....  ....  14 


I'otal  Inspections  and  Visits  ....  ....  642 
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2.  NOTICES. 

(a)  Preliminary.  The  folio  wing  Preliminary  Notices  were 
served  in  cases  where  personal  interview  showed  no  results: — 

Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  18 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ....  ....  10 

(b)  Statutory.  Three  Notices  were  served  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  alter  correspondence  and  Preliminary  Notices  had  been 
ignored. 

3.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Councirs  water  supplies  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  ^^Ater  Department.  The  stall  employed  consists 
of  a Water  Superintendent,  Plumber  Fitter,  Apprentice  Plumber, 
and  two  labourers. 

In  the  main,  the  water  staff  is  engaged  in  regular  maintenance 
visits  to  the  Council’s  fifteen  water  installations  and  boreM'ells, 
and  twelve  sewage  disposal  plants.  Pumps  and  electrical  control 
gear  are  serviced  regularly,  and  in  addition  this  department  carries 
out  all  painting  and  internal  decoration  of  various  pump  houses, 
as  and  when  required. 

Also,  during  the  year,  considerable  extensions  of  piped  water 
supplies  were  carried  out  at  numerous  Council  Housing  Estates, 
as  the  policy  of  the  Council  has  been  to  carry  out  this  work  by 
direct  labour  rather  than  by  contract. 

At  Great  Alassingham,  the  original  twenty-two  public  stand- 
pipes were  gradualh'  dismantled,  and  reduced  to  ten  only. 

Cfinsiderable  work,  too,  has  been  carried  out  in  connection 
with  installation  of  water  meters,  particularly  in  the  Sandringham 
area;  throughout  the  District  a total  of  hfty-four  water  meters 
were  hxed  at  business,  and/or  agricultural  premises,  and  thirty- 
four  new  water  tappings  were  made. 

No  serious  mechanical  breakdown  occurred  at  any  of  the 
Council’s  pumping  plants;  although  a complete  new  chlorinating 
plant  was  installed  at  the  Appleton  Waterworks. 

A summary  of  Readings  of  Underground  Rest  Levels  of  bores 
and  deep  wells,  carried  out  in  April  and  September,  1951,  revealed 
that,  generally  speaking,  throughout  the  County,  water  rest  levels 
had  risen  slightly.  Even  so,  your  Water  Committee  had  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  acute  water  shortage  in  two  villages. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  consideration  was  given  to  im- 
proving the  existing  supply  at  Pasture  Close  Estate,  Hillington. 
It  was  hnally  decided,  that  owing  to  difficulties  and  expenditure 
involved,  and  having  regard  to  the  proposed  Regional  Scheme, 
the  matter  be  deferred. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Sandringham  Estate  drew 
the  Council’s  attention  to  what  was  termed  an  acute  water  short- 
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age  ill  ihe  Parish  of  Plitcham.  To  relieve  matters,  the  Council 
sunk  a new  52  ft.  liorewell  on  Ciouncil  land  for  the  purpose  of 
sup|ilying  Council  projierty  only. 

During  the  year,  ihirly-one  water  samples  \v(‘re  token  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination,  of  wliicli  twenty-one 
were  satisfactory.  'Phrec  samples  were  taken  for  Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Estimation  in  connection  with  Well  Water  Cyanosis;  of  these,  one 
was  satisfactory  and  the  remaining;  two  unsatisfactory. 

A joint  Regional  Whiter  Scheme,  prepared  by  the  respective 
consultants,  has  now  been  mutually  agreed  upon  between  this 
Council  and  the  King’s  Lynn  Corporation,  but  we  seem  to  be  no 
nearer  obtaining  the  piped  water  supplies  so  badly  needed  in  the 
Central  and  Southern  parts  of  the  District. 

4.  HOUSING. 

5Vith  regard  to  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  private  property, 
some  difficulty  has  again  been  experienced  in  getting  repair  works 
carried  out.  Reluctance  on  the  part  of  some  landlords  is  only  to 
be  expected,  where  high  costs  of  substantial  repair  works  bears  no 
relation  to  the  lowness  of  incoming  rentals,  which,  of  course,  have 
remained  at  their  pre-war  level. 

Legislation,  in  the  form  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  whereby 
grants  could  be  obtained  to  assist  property  owners,  has  done  little, 
if  anything,  to  solve  the  problem.  During  the  year,  a number  of 
applications  and  inquiries  were  made  with  a view  to  proceeding 
under  this  Act,  but  on  l)eing  informed  of  the  conditions  attached 
to  a grant,  every  single  application  was  withdrawal. 

Under  present  circumstances,  one  can  expect  properties  wdiich 
could  be  saved,  to  deteriorate  moi'e  rapidly  wdth  the  passing  of 
each  year;  idtimately  to  add  to  the  large  number  of  houses  already 
scheduled  for  Demolition.  I consider  a review^  of  the  present 
legislation,  and  of  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  in  particular,  is 
urgently  required. 

During  the  year,  twenty-one  Notices  under  the  Housing  Act, 
193(3,  w^ere  served,  and  one  Closing  Order  made. 

Two  applications  were  received  under  the  Small  Dwellings 
(Acquisition)  Acts,  of  wdiich  one  was  granted. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  dispensed  wdth  the  services  of 
the  ((Quantity  Surveyor,  reverting  to  Specifications  in  lieu  of  Bills 
of  Qjuantities,  for  all  new  housing  contracts. 

This  caused  considerable  extra  w'ork  and  responsibility,  but 
bearing  in  mind  the  small  technical  staff  available,  1 am  pleased 
to  say  that  this  change  of  policy  w^as  accomplished  quite  smoothly, 
if  rather  hurriedly,  with  no  undue  delay  in  the  Councirs  housing 
programme. 

The  Council  were  advised  to  procure  further  housing  sites, 
and  efforts  in  this  direction  were  made  in  the  Parishes  of  South 


15 


Wootton,  Roycloii,  Grimston  and  Great  Massingham  by  the  Sites 
Sub-Committee. 

During  the  year,  fifly-lwo  Coimril  dwellings  were  completed. 


5.  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

During  1951  fifty-one  new  dwellings  were  approved  under  the 
Council’s  Building  Byelaws  and/'or  Town  Planning,  as  follows: — 


Houses.  Bungalows. 

4 2 

4 — 

6 — 

6 — 

4 — 

12  — 

36  2 


By  Private  Enterprise. 

Bawsey 
Leziate 
West  Winch 
North  Wootton 
South  Wootton 

6 7 


By  the  Council. 

Barish. 
Castleacre 
Gayton 
Grimston 
Middleton 
East  Winch 
West  Winch 


Also,  during  the  year,  the  following  fifty-nine  new  dwellings 
were  completed  and  occupied: — 


By  the  Council. 

Parish. 
Gavton 
Grimston 
Middleton 
East  Winch 
West  Winch 
North  Wootton 


Houses.  Bungalows. 
6 — 

12  — 

4 — 

2 — 

10  — 

18  — 

52  — 
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Hy  Private  Enterprise. 

(ilrimston  ....  ....  ....  — 1 

Leziate  ....  ....  ....  2 1 

North  Rime  ton  ....  ....  — 2 

South  Wootton  ....  ....  — ] 

2 5 


6 CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL. 

The  Building  Licensing  Regulations  have  remained  in  force 
throughout  the  year. 

d'he  free  limit  for  repairs  to  dwellings  remained  at 100,  with 
farm  and  business  premises  being  permitted  a ceiling  of/i500  per 
annum. 

A total  of  twenty-seven  applications  were  dealt  with,  and 


licences  issued  as  follows: — 

JVo.  of 
Licenses 

Value 

New  Dwellings  — Two  Houses 

2 

£ 6,130 

New  Dwellings  — Four  Bungalows  .... 

4 

£ 6,800 

Temporary  Dwellings  — Five  Bungalows 

4 

£ 1,525 

Improvements  to  Dwellings 

11 

£ 4,610 

Repairs  .... 

6 

£ 1,609 

£20,674 

7.  BUILDING  BYELAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

During  the  year,  seventy-eight  plans  were  approved  under 
Building  Byelaws,  of  which  fifty-one  were  for  new  dwellings. 

8.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

This  remains  much  as  in  previous  years,  although  a number  of 
vaults  and  ashpits  have  been  replaced  by  sanitary  pails,  and  refuse 
bins. 

During  the  year  a number  of  extensions  to  sewers  on  Council 
sites,  to  cope  with  housing  developments  have  also  been  carried 
out. 

9.  SCAVENGING. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection.  A fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  was 
made  in  each  Parish,  with  the  exception  of  Sandringham,  where 
a system  of  refuse  bays  is  operated;  and  South  Wootton  which 
continues  to  be  serviced  with  a weekly  refuse  collection. 
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During  the  summer  months  all  Council  refuse  tips  were  sprayed 
regularly  with  insecticide. 

At  Sontli  Wootton,  a man  is  engaged  part-time  in  tidying  and 
dr(^ssing  the  tijy  thus  with  [)ro])C]'  controlled  tipping  being  exercised, 
vei’y  lew^  com})laints  were  received. 

(b)  Paii  Emptying.  A weekly  collection  of  night-soil  is  made 
in  the  Parishes  of  Harpley,  Little  Massingham,  Great  Massingham 
and  Ciastleacre. 

During  the  year  approximately  32,000  pails  were  emptied 
by  this  service. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  increasing  the 
night-soil  collection  service  so  as  to  include  every  village,  but 
again  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  extra  labour  required  has  de- 
layed matters. 

(c)  Ciesspools.  Ditring  the  year  the  revenue  from  cesspools 
emptied  was  the  highest  on  record. 

Excluding  cesspools  emptied  at  Council  properties,  which 
totalled  twenty-six,  the  number  of  private  cesspools  emptied  during 
the  year  was  180,  for  which  service  £212  was  collected. 

This  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  and  as  the  scavenging 
stall'  consists  of  four  men  only,  and  at  times  this  was  reduced  to 
three  men,  I consider  the  amount  of  work  done  as  most  satisfactory. 


10.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  fifteen  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  or  fumigation,  in  connection  with  five  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  and  five  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

1 1 . FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Throughout  the  year  a number  of  visits  were  made  to  btttchers, 
grocers,  etc.,  and  varying  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  voluntarilv 
surrendered,  and  condemnation  certificates  issued. 

A total  of  44  visits  were  made  for  purpose  of  inspections  under 
Food  Byelaw's,  ice  cream  sampling,  etc.,  and  fifteen  ice  cream 
samples  w-ere  taken  for  examination  at  the  County  Laboratories; 
results  were  reasonably  satisfactory,  and  w-ere  as  follows: — 

Grade.  Number. 

1 10 

2 3 

3 2 

4 — 

No  action  was  taken  itnder  the  Food  Byelaws, 

J8 


12.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

One  new  caravan  site  at  Bawsey  was  licensed  under  Section  269 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  making  a total  of  two  licensed  sites  in  the 
district. 

During  the  year  a total  of  eight  visits  were  made  to  these  sites. 

13.  KNACKERS’  YARDS. 

There  are  two  knackers’  Yards  in  the  district,  although  at  one 
of  the  premises  very  little  slaughtering  was  carried  out  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

Periodic  visits  were  made  to  both  premises  during  the  year. 

14.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Supervision  and  control  of  milk  production  is  now  admini- 
stered by  the  Norfolk  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  on  behalf 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

However,  the  licensing  and  control  of  milk  bottling  estab- 
lishments, and  milk  retailers  is  still  the  responsibility  of  the  Council. 

During  the  year  one  application  for  premises  to  be  licensed 
was  received  and  granted,  making  a total  of  two  licensed  milk 
l^ottling  establishments  in  the  district. 

15.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Up  until  this  year  all  reported  cases  of  rodent  infestation  were 
passed  to  the  County  Pests  Officer  of  the  Norfolk  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee,  whose  staff  undertook  the  work  on  behalf 
of  the  Council. 

In  February,  however,  and  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Council  appointed 
a full-time  rodent  operator,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  services 
of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  from  20th  March  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1951,  is  as  follows: — ■ 

No.  of  Council  & Private  Houses  treated  509  No.  of  Visits  488 
No.  of  Business  Premises  Treated  . ..  8 ,,  ,,  ,,  37 

No.  of  Agricultural  Premises  Treated  9 ,,  ,,  ,,  54 

No.  of  Refuse  Tips  Treated  . ..  . . 19  ,,  ,,  ,,  122 

Total  No.  of  Premises  Treated  ....  545  Total  No.  of  Vhsits  701 


In  carrying  out  this  work,  a total  of  31,767  baiting  points  were 
laid,  and  1 ,1 72  rat  bodies  were  picked  up.  From  the  “ take  ” which 
is  the  amount  of  poisoned  bait  eaten,  and  laid  usually  on  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day,  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  a fairly  accurale  figure  of  the 
number  of  rats  actually  destroyed  during  each  particular  treatment. 


ll  is  interesting  to  note,  tliat  during  the  nine  months  of  work,  it  is 
estimated  that  approximately  8,204  rats  were  destroyed. 

On  occasions,  the  operator  has  also  been  called  in  to  deal  with 
mice,  moles  and  wasps. 

16.  FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 

During  the  year,  the  Register  ol' Factories  and  Workshops  was 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date.  The  number  of  premises  with 
power  is  25,  and  without  power  3,  making  a total  of  28  premises. 

17.  CONCLUSION. 

As  may  be  seen  from  the  large  number  of  visits  made  for 
various  purposes,  the  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity. 

As  regards  housing,  members  will  note  the  substantial  increase 
in  the  number  of  Council  Houses  built,  fifty-two  dwellings  as  against 
thirty-six  in  1950.  For  some  months,  owing  to  the  unfortunate  and 
prolonged  absence  of  the  Housing  Officer  and  Clerk  of  Works, 
considerable  extra  work  was  entailed,  as  efforts  to  obtain  a tem- 
porary Clerk  of  Works  proved  negative. 

The  timely  appointment  of  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  May,  proved  of  invaluable  assistance,  particularly  in  the  field 
of  Public  Health  work,  which,  owing  to  acute  staff'  shortage  and 
preponderance  of  duties,  was  not  being  given  the  full  attention  we 
should  have  desired. 

Another  feature  worth  recording  is  the  manner  in  which  rodent 
infestation  has  been  tackled.  With  no  disparagement  to  the  work 
done  previously  by  the  County  Rodent  Department,  the  appoint- 
ment of  our  own  full-time  operator  has  proved  a far  better  arrange- 
ment, as  results  have  shown. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
for  the  consideration  always  afforded  to  me,  and  also  our  own 
staff  for  their  valuable  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  R.  WWTKINS, 

Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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